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Preface

Based on the underlying paradigms of modernisation and the concrete idea of
implementation of large infrastructure projects, the quest for national development
and improvement of local livelihoods has generated a strong boost for the demand
of large dams in the Global South, especially in Asia. The belief in the panacea
that gargantuan hydro-projects offer for the betterment of nations and peoples
has run roughshod over other environmental and social concerns. Whereas these
large-scale transformations of fluvial environments into technological hydroscapes
serve to provide hydropower, flood control, and water supply for irrigation and
industrial and urban uses, their massive adverse effects have evoked controversies
of developmental and environmental impacts.

The contributions in this edited volume explore the various dimensions of
the large dams controversy in Asia from a critical perspective. Most of these
contributions originate from the research project ‘Large dams: Contested envi-
ronments between hydro-power and resistance’, which ran from 2008 to 2011 as
part of the Cluster of Excellence ‘Asia and Europe in a Global Context: Shifting
Asymmetries in Cultural Flows’, Heidelberg University. I am grateful to the German
Research Council (DFG) and the German Council of Science and Humanities
(Wissenschaftsrat) for funding. The continuous support of the directorate and
administrative staff of the cluster is gratefully acknowledged. I am indebted to
Thomas Lennartz (Heidelberg), who worked hard to standardize formats of all
individual contributions. It is hoped that this volume will be beneficial to those
looking to gain an overview of the large dams debate. At the same time, the
individual chapters may offer insights from case studies that should be useful to
a specialist audience.
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Units of Measure

ft3/s cubic feet per second (cusec) 1 ft3/s � 0.028 m3/s
GW gigawatt 1 GW D 1,000,000,000 W
ha hectares 1 ha D 10,000 m2

kV kilovolt 1 kV D 1,000 V
maf million acre feet 1 acre foot � 1233.5 m3

mha million hectares
MW megawatt 1 MW D 1,000,000 W
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