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Preface and Acknowledgements

This book is the product of the Second International Berlin Conference
on Arctic issues. The Conference titled ‘Arctic Science, International
Law and Climate Change: Legal aspects of Marine Science in the Arctic
Ocean’ was organized in March 2011 by the German Federal Foreign
Office together with the Finnish Foreign Ministry. It is a sequel to the
first such Conference in 2009 organized jointly by Denmark and Nor-
way on ‘New Chances and New Responsibilities in the Arctic Region’.

The melting of the Arctic Ocean’s ice masses is causing dramatic
changes in the area’s natural environment, especially for Arctic fauna.
At the same time new opportunities are opening up for resource explo-
ration and exploitation, easier or entirely new shipping routes and for
fisheries. Since 2007 most of these issues have been discussed inten-
sively in a large number of political and scientific forums. There have
also been documents on the Arctic published by the EU Council, the
European Commission and the European Parliament. Numerous Arctic
countries have formulated Arctic strategies.

One aspect, however, which has been largely neglected in the interna-
tional discussion to date are the parameters within which marine science
research in the Arctic Ocean is conducted. Given the current challenges,
this is a key concern. The Arctic Ocean is both a showcase for global
climate change and a scientific site supplying crucial data for founda-
tional research into climate change. So it is extremely important to fo-
cus not only on the economic, logistical and fisheries-related aspects of
the Arctic but also on the role of polar scientists and the parameters
within which they pursue their research.

What framework does international law currently provide for Arctic
marine science? Is it likely to change in future? Will it remain in its pre-
sent form? What are the future priorities for Arctic marine science?
What can it tell us about climate change, what legal aspects are involved
here? How can international cooperation on Arctic issues be strength-
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ened? How far does the common (ecological) heritage of mankind prin-
ciple shape the answers to these questions?

Bringing together the views of prominent experts in the field of interna-
tional law, scientists, researchers and diplomats, this book will open up
new horizons, we hope, for combating global climate change through
unhampered marine science research in an Arctic Ocean accessible to

all.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all Conference modera-
tors and contributors for their valuable input. Our colleagues from the
Finnish Foreign Ministry did sterling work as co-organizers of the
Conference. Special thanks go to Ambassador Hannu Halinen and Petri
Hakkarainen for their close and excellent cooperation. Volker Rachold
and Bernhardt Coakley contributed greatly to the conceptual design of
the Conference.

The support we received from five renowned academic institutions in
Bremerhaven, Fairbanks, St. Petersburg, Heidelberg and Rovaniemi and
their respective directors was critical to the Conference’s success. In this
connection we would particularly like to thank Karin Lochte from the
Alfred-Wegener-Institut  fur Polar- und Meeresforschung; Larry
Hinzman from the International Arctic Research Center, Ivan Frolov
from the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute, Ridiger Wolfrum
from the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and Inter-
national Law as well as Paula Kankaanpia from the Arctic Center of the
University of Lapland.

The members of the Conference task force worked almost round the
clock to make the event an organizational and academic success. Sincere
thanks (in alphabetical order) go to Dagmar Amling, Helmut Aust, Jo-
hannes Buckow, Jan Flasche, Mario Hemmerling, Anja Jaekel, Fran-
ziska Scherff, Hannelene Schilar, Theresa Schonfeld, Hendrik Wasser-
mann, Klaus Wendelberger and Nadine Zachariadis for their enthusi-
asm and commitment. Special thanks also go to the publishing staff at
the Max Planck Institute, in particular Christiane Philipp, for their
dedicated work.

Berlin, Mirz 2012 Susanne Wasum-Rainer
Ingo Winkelmann
Katrin Tiroch
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