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Springer Heidelberg Dordrecht London New York

Copyright c© Schulthess Juristische Medien AG, Zurich – Basel – Geneva 20
ISBN 978-3-7255-5989-3
www.schulthess.com

Ramistraße 74/38

rolf.weber@rwi.uzh.ch

Romana Weber
Nordstraße 323
CH-8037 Zürich

DOI 10.1007/978-3-642-11710-7
ISBN 978-3-642-11709-1 e-ISBN 978-3-642-11710-7

laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved, whether the whole or part of the material is 

imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant protective 

reproduction on microfilm or in any other way, and storage in data banks. Duplication of this publication 

Springer is part of Springer Science+Business Media (www.springer.com)

Printed on acid-free paper

or parts thereof is permitted only with permission of the copyright holder
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, etc. in this publication does not 

concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, 

Cover design:

Published by Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2010

10

.

WMXDesign GmbH

Library of Congress Control Number: 2010927403



III

Preface

The Internet of Things as an emerging global Internet-based information architec-
ture facilitating the exchange of goods and services is gradually developing. 
While the technology of the Internet of Things is still being discussed and created, 
the legal framework should be established before the Internet of Things is fully 
operable, in order to allow for an effective introduction of the new information 
architecture. If a self-regulatory approach is to be adopted to provide a legal 
framework for the Internet of Things, and this seems preferable, rulemakers can 
draw on experiences from the current regime of Internet governance. In the near 
future, mainly businesses will operate in the Internet of Things. Civil society is 
only expected to make use of the Internet of Things, as it now does of the Internet, 
at a later stage (e.g. for healthcare). 

The Internet of Things will have an impact in various areas. The regulatory frame-
work must provide for provisions ensuring the security of the structure as well as 
the privacy of its users. Furthermore, legal barriers that may stand in the way of 
the coming into operation of the Internet of Things will have to be considered. 
However, the Internet of Things will also have positive effects in different fields, 
such as the inclusion of developing countries in global trade, the use of search 
engines to the benefit of civil society, combating product counterfeiting, tackling 
environmental concerns, improving health conditions, securing food supply and 
monitoring compliance with labor standards.

This book has benefited from many inputs and encouragements from colleagues 
that we are deeply grateful for. In particular, we are indebted to the very meaning-
ful discussions and valuable support in the preparation of the publication by re-
search assistant Ulrike I. Heinrich, and to David O’Hare for the review of the 
manuscript. We would also like to thank Stephan Haller for his inputs in the 
technological part of this book. Furthermore, we are grateful to the Ecoscentia 
Foundation for financially supporting the research project.

Any comments and suggestions from readers would be highly appreciated  
(rolf.weber@rwi.uzh.ch).

Zurich, November 2009	 Rolf H. Weber
Romana Weber
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