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To my son Julius



Preface

The Forensic Pathology Reviews series has gained considerable attention
worldwide over the last years and thus I am very pleased to present another,
now the fifth, volume of this series.

As with previous volumes, it is an attempt to focus on both practical and
scientific aspects of the different areas of expertise within the broad field of
forensics. Advances in forensic sciences and a profound knowledge of the
results will strengthen and enhance the role of forensic medicine and pathology
in the courtroom and will thereby help to solve crimes and bring justice.

The future of forensic sciences depends, more than ever, on attracting
outstanding individuals to research and it is hoped that this book not only
imparts the state-of-the-art of special topics of forensic medicine and pathology
to those working in the field of forensics but also helps to encourage and inspire
young forensic scientists for future research projects.

I gratefully acknowledge the help and support of the authors who contrib-
uted to this book.

Michael Tsokos, MD

vii



Contents

Part I Death from Environmental Conditions

1 Death Due to Hypothermia

Morphological Findings, their Pathogenesis and Diagnostic Value . . . . 3
Burkhard Madea, Michael Tsokos, and Johanna Preuß

Part II Trauma

2 Fatal Falls from Height . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Elisabeth E. Türk

3 Understanding Craniofacial Blunt Force Injury: A Biomechanical

Perspective . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Jules Kieser, Kelly Whittle, Brittany Wong, J Neil Waddell,
Ionut Ichim, Michael Swain, Michael Taylor,
and Helen Nicholson

4 Electrocution and the Autopsy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Regula Wick, and Roger W. Byard

Part III Forensic Neuropathology

5 Central Nervous System Alterations in Alcohol Abuse . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
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Klaus Püschel, MD
Institute of Legal Medicine, University of Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany

Johanna Preuß, MD
Institute of Forensic Medicine, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-University
Bonn, Bonn Germany

Walter Reisinger, MD
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