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If I should name one single person who has triggered my interest in 
CEDAW, it would be Dr. Hanna-Beate Schöpp-Schilling, longstanding 
expert on the CEDAW Committee from Germany. She was the fi rst per-
son I ever interviewed about the Convention in the late 1990s, and until 
her early death, she remained a strong intellectual presence in the fi eld 
of international women’s rights. I am deeply grateful to have met Dr. 
Schöpp-Schilling, a brave and, in the true sense of the word, radical advo-
cate for the rights of the world’s women. As the global work for gender 
equality is a collective endeavor, I have had the honor to get to know and 
learn from many other admirable women’s rights activists. This book is 
dedicated to them, collectively.

During the course of writing this book, I was employed at two institu-
tions: the State University of New York (SUNY) at Potsdam and Florida 
International University. I would like to thank SUNY for granting me 
the Dr. Nuala McGann Drescher leave for faculty on tenure track as 
well as a sabbatical shortly after I got tenure; both helped tremendously 
in developing this project. I also received decisive personal support, in 
particular from my friends Phil Neisser, chair of the Politics department, 
and Liliana Trevizan, like-minded transnational feminist in the Modern 
Languages department. At Florida International University, my thanks 
go in particular to Becky Salokar, chair of the department of Politics and 
International Relations, for her encouragement. In 2010, I was kindly 
hosted for six months by the Chair for Human Rights and Human 
Rights Policy at Friedrich Alexander Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 
in Germany. I enjoyed a  wonderful intellectual environment thanks to 
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inspiring debates with Heiner Bielefeldt, Michael Krennerich, and Imke 
Leicht.

For reading the manuscript in parts or as a whole, I am indebted to 
Imke Leicht, Kathryn Sikkink, Annegret Staiger, and an anonymous 
reviewer. Their feedback has helped me improve this book signifi cantly. 
Three students—Ashley Balbian (at SUNY Potsdam) as well as Katherine 
Castro and Mark Pacho (at FIU), have worked on CEDAW with me—
Ashley on US–CEDAW relations, Katherine on trends of States Parties’ 
affi nity to CEDAW, and Mark on the online bibliography on CEDAW 
implementation literature. I would like to thank them for this collabora-
tion as it has helped me tremendously in rounding the scope of the book. 
Another big thank you goes to Kaitlyn Baker and Amanda Barrett (both 
at SUNY Potsdam) for interview transcription and collection of statistical 
data, and to Kevin Modlin (at FIU) for thorough copy editing.

The content presented in this book is partly based on interviews. I am 
grateful to everybody who took time out of their busy schedules to talk 
to me and share their wisdom. I further benefi ted from the knowledge 
of several academic experts and thank them for their friendly responses 
to my inquiries. I would also like to thank Jemima Warren and Imogen 
Gordon Clark from Palgrave MacMillan as well as Johanna Kantola and 
Sarah Childs, the editors of the  Gender and Politics series . They have been 
patient, generous, and supportive, knowing the challenges of producing a 
publishable manuscript. For allowing me to use her artwork and give the 
book a wonderfully creative touch, I thank Fehmi Baumbach.

In a broad sense, I have felt supported by the growing community of 
feminist international relations scholars. While I was working on this book, 
I co-edited a volume on Feminist Strategies in International Governance 
with Gülay Çağlar and Elisabeth Prügl. I can’t put in words how much 
energy and inspiration I took out of this project. It felt like a long, passion-
ate conversation with some of the world’s smartest women on the gen-
dered nature of global affairs. Also, I am grateful for the CEDAW-specifi c 
collaboration I have had with Debra Liebowitz over the last years. For me, 
this thinking and writing about CEDAW was not only analytically inno-
vative and politically relevant but also an immensely pleasant experience 
based on trust and respect. On three different occasions, I was invited to 
contribute to policy- or advocacy-oriented meetings as an academic expert 
on CEDAW; these meetings took place in Loccum, Germany (2011), 
Taipei, Taiwan (2011), and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (2015). I am grateful 
to the organizers of these meetings—Ursula Rust, University of Bremen, 
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and Joachim Lange, Evangelische Akademie Loccum; Shih-I Yen from 
the Foundation for Women’s Rights Promotion and Development, Taipei; 
and the entire team of IWRAW Asia Pacifi c, Kuala Lumpur—both because 
they contribute to making CEDAW a better known tool for advocacy and 
because they create a connection between women’s rights scholarship 
and activism. I feel honored to be part of this important bridge-building 
endeavor.

Finally, I would like to thank my partner George Gonos, who has been 
a wonderful intellectual and emotional supporter throughout the process 
of writing this book (as well as a great cook!), and my daughter Celeste, 
who is growing into a creative young lady who does not tolerate sexism. 
There is no better outlook for the future.
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